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Abstract®

The purpose of trhis presentation is to describe the current methodological
emphases in Sociology and to speculate on emerging patterns that will form the
nature of Sociology in the future. This will be done systematically through
an analytical framework outlined in Diagram 1. In addition, I intend to exam-
ine the problems and potentials for interdisciplinary efforts involving Sociology
and other related disciplines.

It was observed that a state of methodological pluralism continues to per-
sist in Sociology today characterized by a number of overlapping special method-
ologies that can be subsumed under two more general prevailing sets of method-
ological orientations -- "Empirical Emphasis" and the "Rational Emphasis",
Diegram 2. The former still predominates but is giving ground to the latter. In
an "Outline of Observations' I have attempted to spell-out relatively specific-—

-ally the current predominant emphases in Sociology and describe the emerging
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patterns of change in these. The necessity to abstract and generalize the major
patterns in this analysis should not lead one to believe that Sociology is be--
coming less hetergeneous in its methodological orientations —- it is not. In
fact, it is wy prediction that, not only will methodological pluralism persist,
but that this state of affairs will become accepted as desirable. This, in turn,
will reduce the sometimes highly emotional confrontations of contending method-
ologies.

A selected list of relatively ¢iirFent materials relevant to this subject
has been provided for those who care to check the validity of my observations
or to pursue the subject further.

*] would like to acknowledge the influence of my mentor and colleague,
Dr. Robert C. Bealer of Penn State, on the development of the analytical
"teols used here. ’
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Diagram 2. The Two Predominant Methodological Patterns Existing in Sociology
and Projections for Change.®

Methodological Empirical Emphases Degree of Change  Rational Emphasis

Consideration (Predominant) Predicted (Mot Predominant)
Use of Theory Negative - . u Positive

el
Induction~- ‘

Deduction Induction - . Deduction

/
Generalization Idiographic - . Nomothetic

P
Mode of Observation Survey -+ .~ Direct Observation

Case Studies - (Subjective)
. y
. y
Measurement Quantitative . / Qualitative
Causation Negative (Correlation) “. + ' < Positive
Lausation . S
Modes of Analysis Multiple Variable -+ E»_ Typological
Statistical Designs R
Unit of Study Aggregates + >“%“ Social Systems
: Micro Systems "~ Macro Systems

Unit of Cbservation Individual + .. EAnalytical Units

of -Systems

*For suppbrtive statements see the following references: Friedrichs, 1970;
McCartney, 1970; Duke, 1967; Glaser and Straus, 1967; Hammond, 1964
Falding, 1963; Zetterberg, 1963; Sjoberg, 1959; and McKinney, 1957.
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